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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tsuruoka et al. (JP 06-315515). 

Regarding claim 1 , Tsuruoka et al. teaches a printing unit (P1) including a 
medicine bag cassette (1) attached thereto/detached therefrom (note: any element can 
be attached/detached), the medicine bag cassette housing a plurality of medicine bags 
(paragraph 0020, Y r Y N ) and supplying the medicine bags (YrY N ) one by one, a 
printing part (20, 21) printing medicine information and an image of a medicine on the 
medicine bag supplied from the medicine bag cassette, a tray (refer to figure on page 3) 
storing the medicine bags (Y r Y N ) each subjected to the printing process by the printing 
part such that a tip end of each medicine bag protrudes therefrom (Figure 3), a holding 
section (6) holding the tip end of the medicine bag placed on the tray of the printing unit 
and a carrying section (H r H N ) carrying the medicine bag, having the tip end held by the 
holding section, out of the printing unit. 

Regarding claim 2, Tsuruoka et al. teaches wherein the holding section (6) 
operates based on a print completion signal indicative of completion of the printing 
process performed on medicine bags for one patient by said printing part (0015-0018). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuruoka 
et al. (JP 6315515) in view of Tsuji (JP 2000-116752). 

Tsuruoka et al. teaches the claimed invention with the exception of wherein the 
printing unit is horizontally pulled out from the apparatus main body in a direction 
perpendicular to a discharge direction of a medicine bag. Tsuji et al. teaches the a 
drawer unit with a printer (10) is horizontally pulled out from the apparatus main body in 
a direction perpendicular to a discharge direction of a medicine bag (Figures 1 a, 1 b and 
2a-2d). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Tsuruoka et al. to 
include a print unit that pulls out from the main body as taught by Tsuji for the purpose 
of providing easy access and providing a simple mechanism. 
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3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuruoka 
et al. (JP 6315515) in view of Tsuji (JP 2000-116752) as applied to claim 3 above, and 
further in view of Compton (US 4,822,1 1 9). 

Tsuruoka et al. in view of Tsuji including a printing unit is pulled out from the 
apparatus main body as taught by Tsuji in claim 3 above. However, Tsuruoka et al. in 
view of Tsuji does not explicitly disclose a printing unit turning such that the medicine 
bag cassette is attached thereto/detached therefrom. Compton teaches a rotary drawer 
that turns (Figures 4 and 5). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by 
Tsuruoka et al. in view of Tsuji to include components that enable a drawer unit to turn 
or rotate as taught by Compton for the purpose of providing a more convenient 
apparatus that permits easy retrieval to thereby save time. 

4. Claim 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsuruoka et al. in view of Yuyama et al. (US Patent 5, 839,836). 

Tsuruoka et al. teaches a plurality of transfer sections (7, 8) transferring the 
medicine bags, a plurality of printers (Pa-Pn) printing medicine information on the 
medicine bags transferred by the transfer sections and a plurality of carrying sections 
(Hi-H N ) carrying the medicine bags, subjected to the printing process by the printers, 
out of the printers as taught by Tsuruoka et al. However, Tsurruoka et al. does not 
explicitly disclose a plurality of medicine bag supply units producing medicine bags 
different in size from each other from medicine bag base paper wound around medicine 
bag rolls and, then, supplying the medicine bags thus produced. 
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Yuyama et al. teaches a plurality of medicine bag supply units (1) producing 
medicine bags different in size from each other from medicine bag base paper (4a) 
wound around medicine bag rolls (5a, 5b) and, then, supplying the medicine bags (9) 
thus produced (Column 3, Lines 46-64). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Tsuruoka et al. to 
include medicine bag supply units as taught by Yuyama et al. for the purpose of 
achieving a more effective process thereby eliminating misuse of the product by a 
patient. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuruoka 
et al. (JP 6315515) in view of Yuyama et al. (US Patent 5, 839,836) as applied to claim 
5 above, and further in view of Kuroda (JP 1 0221 91 1 ). 

Tsuruoka et al. in view of Yuyama et al. teaches the claimed invention with the 
exception of a locking device locking said printing unit so as to prevent said printing unit 
from being pulled out from a apparatus main body when one of the plurality of medicine 
bag supply units is pulled out from the apparatus main body. 

Kuroda et al. teaches a locking device locking a printing unit so as to prevent 
said printing unit from being pulled out from a apparatus main body when one of the 
plurality of medicine bag supply units is pulled out from the apparatus main body 
(Abstract). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Tsuruoka et al. in view of 
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Yuyama et al. to include a locking unit as taught by Kuroda for the purpose of pulling out 
drawers simultaneously while preventing the overturning of an image forming device. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuruoka 
et al. (JP 6315515) in view of Tsuji (JP 2000-116752) as applied to claim 3 above, and 
further in view of Yuyama et al. (US Patent 5, 839,836). 

Tsuruoka et al. in view of Tsuji teaches a plurality of transfer sections (7, 8) 
transferring the medicine bags, a plurality of printers (Pa-Pn) printing medicine 
information on the medicine bags transferred by the transfer sections and 
a plurality of carrying sections (Hi-H N ) carrying the medicine bags, subjected to the 
printing process by the printers, out of the printers as taught by Tsuruoka et al. 
However, Tsurruoka et al. in view of Tsuji does not explicitly disclose a plurality of 
medicine bag supply units producing medicine bags different in size from each other 
from medicine bag base paper wound around medicine bag rolls and, then, supplying 
the medicine bags thus produced. 

Yuyama et al. teaches a plurality of medicine bag supply units (1) producing 
medicine bags different in size from each other from medicine bag base paper (4a) 
wound around medicine bag rolls (5a, 5b) and, then, supplying the medicine bags (9) 
thus produced (Column 3, Lines 46-64). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Tsuruoka et al. in view of 
Tsuji to include medicine bag supply units as taught by Yuyama et al. for the purpose of 
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achieving a more effective process thereby eliminating misuse of the product by a 
patient. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuruoka 
et al. (JP 6315515) in view of Tsuji (JP 2000-116752) and Compton (US 4,822,1 19) as 
applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Yuyama et al. (US Patent 5, 839,836). 

Tsuruoka et al. in view of Tsuji and Compton teaches a plurality of transfer 
sections (7, 8) transferring the medicine bags, a plurality of printers (P a -Pn) printing 
medicine information on the medicine bags transferred by the transfer sections and 
a plurality of carrying sections (Hi-H N ) carrying the medicine bags, subjected to the 
printing process by the printers, out of the printers as taught by Tsuruoka et al. 
However, Tsurruoka et al. in view of Tsuji does not explicitly disclose a plurality of 
medicine bag supply units producing medicine bags different in size from each other 
from medicine bag base paper wound around medicine bag rolls and, then, supplying 
the medicine bags thus produced. 

Yuyama et al. teaches a plurality of medicine bag supply units (1) producing 
medicine bags different in size from each other from medicine bag base paper (4a) 
wound around medicine bag rolls (5a, 5b) and, then, supplying the medicine bags (9) 
thus produced (Column 3, Lines 46-64). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Tsuruoka et al. in view of 
Tsuji and Compton to include medicine bag supply units as taught by Yuyama et al. for 
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the purpose of achieving a more effective process thereby eliminating misuse of the 
product by a patient. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yuyama et al. (US Patent 5, 852, 971) teaches a printing 
apparatus for medicine bags. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA L. FERGUSON-SAMRETH whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2163. The examiner can normally be reached on (M-T) 6:30am- 
4:00pm and every other(F) 7:30am-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Judy Nguyen/ /MARISSA FERGUSON- 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2854 SAMRETH/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2854 
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